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1. FORMALITY OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
BALLOT PAPERS 

1.1 Informal Ballot Papers 

Ballot papers are informal when: 
 totally blank; 
 the number ‘1’ appears against two or more names; 
 two or more names have been left unnumbered; or 
 marked in any way by which the voter can be identified, 

e.g. the voter may have signed or initialled the ballot 
paper. 

 
Alterations to the numbers do not make a ballot paper informal 
provided the voter's intention is clear. 
 

1.2 Challenge by Scrutineers 

If a ballot paper is challenged by a scrutineer, under section 
138 of the Electoral Act, 1907 the ballot paper is endorsed 
on the back as ‘admitted’ or ‘rejected’ and initialled by the 
Polling Place Manager.  
 
Subsequently, determining the formality or otherwise of 
any ballot paper is the responsibility of the Returning 
Officer and may only be varied by a Court of Disputed 
Returns.  
 
Examples of ballot papers are on the following pages. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……….District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……….District 

Put the number 1 in  
the box opposite the  

candidate of your 
choice 

 
Put the number 1 in  
the box opposite the  

candidate of your 
choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party 

  CANDIDATE 
party 

 CANDIDATE 
party 

  CANDIDATE 
party 

Remember ….. 

One box must be marked with a number 1 to 
make your vote count 

 Remember ….. 

One box must be marked with a number 1 to 
make your vote count 

FORMAL – Paper is marked 
correctly according to s. 128(1) of the 
Electoral Act 1907. 

 FORMAL – Marked clearly indicates 
for whom the voter wishes to vote. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

 

X
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes .
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 

..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes . 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice.

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

YES
 or or

or or

or or

or or  

 

 

  

 

 

 

OR This 
side 

This
side

OR This
side

This 
side 

 

 
 
 

 
FORMAL – Voter’s intention with respect 
to  the ticket vote is clear. 

 
 

 
FORMAL – Voter’s intention with respect 
to the ticket vote is clear. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only.
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes.
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 
..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only.
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes. 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice.

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

or or

or or

or or

or or

OR This 
side 

This
side

OR This
side

This 
side 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
FORMAL – Voter’s intention with respect 
to the ticket vote is clear. 

 
 

 
INFORMAL – Voter’s intention with 
respect to the ticket vote is not clear. 
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X

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..………………District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……………District 

Put the number 1 in  
the box opposite the  

candidate of your 
choice 

 
Put the number 1 in  
the box opposite the  

candidate of your 
choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   

 

CANDIDATE 
party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

One box must be marked with a number 1 to 
make your vote count 

 Remember ….. 

One box must be marked with a number 1 to 
make your vote count 

FORMAL –Marked clearly indicates 
for whom the voter wishes to vote. 

 INFORMAL –Two first preferences 
are indicated. In this context an X can 
be ambiguous. 

 
Note: The above examples apply only where there are two candidates. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……………..District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……..…..District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

FORMAL –A voter does not 
necessarily have to mark all 
preferences in the boxes, provided the 
order of preference is clear. 

 FORMAL –The voter’s intention with 
respect to the first three preferences is 
clear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

2

3

 

1

2

1

4

3
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes .
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 

..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only.
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes . 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice.

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

B1 or or

or or

or or

or or E

D

A

C2 

3 

4 

5 

OR This 
side 

This
side

OR This
side

This 
side 

 

 
 

 
FORMAL –Voter’s intention with 
respect to the  ticket vote is clear.  By 
marking the first preference on the ticket 
side, the preferences will be distributed 
according to tho se of the party or group.  
Other preferences marked in the boxes 
will be disregarded. 
 

 
FORMAL –Voter’s intention with respect 
to the ticket vote is clear.  The alphabetical 
sequence indicates a first preference on 
the ticket side. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only.
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes.
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

INDEPENDENT

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 
..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only.
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes. 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

INDEPENDENT

11 or or

or or

or or

or or

3

2

1

4

5

OR This 
side 

This
side

OR This
side

This 
side 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
FORMAL – Voter’s intention with 
respect to the ticket vote is clear. 

 
 

 
FORMAL – Admit ticket vote as a formal 
side has preference over an informal side. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..……………….District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……………District 

Number the boxes 
from  

1 to 4 in the order of  
your choice 

 Number the boxes 
from  

1 to 4 in the order of  
your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

INFORMAL –Voter’s intention is not 
clear. In this context, the   is 
ambiguous. 

 

 INFORMAL –Voter’s intention is not 
clear. In this context, the X is 
ambiguous. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

3 

 

2 

2

X

3

1
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly

…………………….……..……………District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..………….District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from  
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

FORMAL –The first choice is formal. 
The ballot paper is set aside as 
exhausted after the second preference 
(ss. 140A(1)(b)  & 144(2)(fa)). 

 FORMAL –Other marks on the ballot 
paper do not detract from the voter’s 
clear expression of the order of 
preference. In some circumstances, 
however, the ballot paper may be 
informal if, for example, the voter’s 
writing can be identified especially at 
polling places with a low ordinary 
ballot paper issue or if the writing is 
distinctive in some other way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

1 

6 

5 

2

3

4

1

All Polling Officers 
are helpful 

All Polling 
Officers are 
helpful 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes .
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

INDEPENDENT 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 
..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

OR This 
side 

This 
side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes . 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice.

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Independent 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Independent 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Independent 

INDEPENDENT

1 
3 

4 
5 
6 

8 

2 

10 
11 

12 

14 
15 
16 

18 
19 

21 

1

9

10

11

12

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

oror 

oror 

oror 

oror 

9 

20 

17 

13 

7 

OR This 
side 

This 
side 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
INFORMAL – Voter’s intention with 
respect to order of preference is not clear. 

 
 

 
FORMAL –   Admit non-ticket vote 
as the voter’s order of preference for 
all but one candidate is indicated. 
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OR This 
side 

This
side

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council

..............................................................................Region

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to  show the
voting ticket you want. 

Fill in all boxes .
Number the boxes
from 1 to 16 in
the order of your
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party
CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Party

PARTY 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

INDEPENDENT 

CANDIDATE'S NAME
Independent

INDEPENDENT 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Election of ..... members of the Legislative Council 

..............................................................................Region 

Vote only on one side 

Fill in one box only .
Put the number 1 in
the box to show the
voting ticket you want.

Fill in all boxes . 
Number the boxes 
from 1 to 16 in 
the order of your 
choice. 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 
Party 

PARTY

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

INDEPENDENT

CANDIDATE'S NAME INDEPENDENT

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

14 

15 

16 

11 

12 

13 

1

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

1

2

3

4

5

6

oror 

oror 

oror 

oror 

OR This
side

This 
side 

Independent 

Independent 

Independent 
 

 
FORMAL – Admit non-ticket vote as it 
is marked according to s.128(2)(a) of the 
Electoral Act 1907. 

 

 
FORMAL – Admit non-ticket vote as it 
has precedence over ticket vote when both 
sides are marked correctly. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..…………District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..…………District 

Number the boxes 
from  

1 to 4 in the order of  
your choice 

 Number the boxes 
from  

1 to 4 in the order of  
your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

FORMAL –Voter’s intention with 
respect to the order of preference is 
clear. 

 INFORMAL –No first preference 
indicated. Not possible to be sure for 
whom the voter intended to allocate 
first preference. 

A 

B 

D 

C 

3

2

5

4
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..…………….District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..………………District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

INFORMAL –Two first preferences 
are indicated. 

 INFORMAL –Ballot paper has been 
initialled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2

1

4

3
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2.2.2 Informal Candidate Preference Votes (right-hand side marked 
only) 

Legislative Council ballot papers are informal if the 
preferentially numbered right-hand side has been used and: 
 the number 1 does not appear against any candidate’s name 

(a tick or cross is not acceptable unless the order of 
preferences is clear); 

 any number is repeated against two or more candidates' 
names; or 

 more than the last preference is missing. 
Note: Alterations to the numbers do not make a ballot paper 

informal providing the voter’s intention is clear. 
 

2.2.3 Left and Right Side Both Marked 

Where a voter has used both the ticket side and the 
preferentially numbered side, the ballot paper is treated as 
follows: 
 when both left and right sides are marked correctly (the 

ballot paper is formal), count the candidate preference 
side; 

 when only one side is formal, count the formal side; and 
 when both sides are informal, the ballot paper is informal. 

 
2.3 Challenges by Scrutineers 

If a ballot paper is challenged by a scrutineer, under section 
138, the ballot paper is endorsed on the back as ‘admitted’ 
or ‘rejected’ and initialled by the Polling Place Manager. 
 
Subsequently, determining the formality or otherwise of any 
ballot paper is the responsibility of the Regional Returning 
Officer and may only be varied by a Court of Disputed 
Returns. 
 
Examples of ballot papers are on the following pages.
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 a tick ( ) appears more than once; or 
 a cross (x) appears more than once. 

 
Note: The number 1 by itself, a tick ( ) by itself or a cross (x) 
by itself is formal. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..……………….District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..………District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

INFORMAL –Voter’s intention with 
respect to the first three preferences is 
not clear. 

 INFORMAL –Voter’s intention is not 
clear with respect to the order of 
preference. 

2 

X 

 

3 

X

2

4

3
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..………………District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

…………………….……..……..…..District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

FORMAL –The first choice is formal, 
then set aside as exhausted  
(ss. 140A(1)(b) & (f), 140A(2) and 
144(2)(fa)). 

 FORMAL –The first choice is formal 
then set aside as exhausted  
(ss. 140A(1)(b) and 144(2) (fa)). 

2 

1 

2 

2 

68

1

80

94
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2. FORMALITY OF LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
BALLOT PAPERS 

2.1 Marking Legislative Council Ballot Papers 

Voters are given two options. They may indicate their vote: 
 by marking a preference mark against only one of the 

squares on the left-hand side of the ballot paper; or 
 by marking the number 1 and consecutive numbers 

against all the remaining candidates on the right-hand 
side of the ballot paper. 

 
On election night the Legislative Council Count consists 
of a check of first preferences. 

 
2.2 Informal Ballot Papers 

Legislative Council ballot papers are informal when: 
 totally blank; or 
 marked in any way by which the voter can be identified, 

e.g. the voter may have signed the ballot paper and this 
signature or initials identifies the voter. 

 
2.2.1 Informal Ticket Votes (left-hand side marked only) 

Legislative Council ticket vote ballot papers are informal when 
two or more preference marks are shown on the left-hand side 
of the ballot paper. 

 
For example: 
 the number 1 appears more than once; 
 the number 1 in combination with a cross (x) or a tick ( ) 

appears; 
 a tick ( ) and a cross (x) appear; 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..………………..District 

 WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Election of a member of the Legislative Assembly 

…………………….……..………………District 

Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 Number the boxes from 
1 to 4 in the order of  

your choice 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

 CANDIDATE 
party   CANDIDATE 

party 

Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 
 Remember ….. 

Number every box to make your vote count 

INFORMAL –Two vacant squares 
(s.140A(1)(b)). 

 FORMAL –The first choice is formal, 
then set aside as exhausted  
(ss. 140A(1)(b) and 144(2) (fa)). 

2 

1 

 

 

3

1

 

4



 

 

 
Legislative  

Council 
 




